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Plan for the session

2

Focus on writng process 

Explore strategies for startng and maintaining 
writng

Identffy self-management strategies to aid 
process

Consider structure and outlining 

Build fyour argument

Share strategies and experiences
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Join the Vevox session 

 

Go to vevox.app

Enter the session ID: 
115-269-235

Or scan the QR code
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What is fyour biggest challenge in writng?
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What is fyour biggest challenge in writng?

 

##/## Results slideJoin at: vevox.app ID: XXX-XXX-XXX

RESULTS SLIDE



Student Learning Development
Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

What can you do to make it easier?
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Different aspects of writing

SOCIAL

PSYCHOLOGICAL

RHETORICAL adapted from Rowena 
Murrafy, How to Write a 
Thesis

Interactons, discussion, 
support

Motvaton, goal seing, 
self-monitoring

Snack writng vs binge 
writng
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Barriers to writing

“I can’t fnn time to 
write”

adapted from Paul Silvia, How to Write A Lot

“I need to do more analfysis frst” OR 
“I need to read a few more artcles”

“To write a lot I need a new 
computer/sofware...”

“I’m waitng untl I feel like it”
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SMART Writing Goals

• S = Specifc
• M = Measurable
• A = Action-basen
• R = Realistic
• T = Time-basen
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Possible Timeline

Submit - 27 May 2028

Proposed draft deadlines:

Draft 1 Draft 2 Final Revision

Ch. 1 - Introduction    

Ch. 2 - Literature Review    

Ch. 3 - Methods    

Ch. 4 - Findings Interviews    

Ch. 5 - Findings Document/Inventory    

Ch. 6 - Discussion    

Ch. 7 - Conclusion    

Abstract    
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Interactive reading & note taking

• Collect notes not articles or books
• How no you make notes? Passive vs active 

reaning
• Use referencing tools to organise notes 

(page numbers, etc.)
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What to make notes on

Heanings
• Big Picture
• Big Point
• Premise or Hypothesis
• Data, sources, arguments
• Theories or conceptual
• Analytical or research methons
• Results or analysis
• Quotations
• How it infuences your research (Single, 2010) 

Templates - 
Critical Reaning ann Writing for Postgranuate
s | Online Resources

https://study.sagepub.com/wallaceandwray3e
https://study.sagepub.com/wallaceandwray3e
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Structure & 
Outlining

1. Mapping
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2. Thesis Argument Map 
Thesis structures | Australian Natonal Universitfy

https://www.anu.edu.au/students/academic-skills/research-writing/thesis-structures
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3. One page Outline

“An effective piece of writing has a 
sturny skeleton. The skeleton 
connects each part of the writing so 
that all the parts work, neveloping 
ann supporting the principal 
meaning of the nraft.”

(Murray, 1991 citen in Single, 2010 p. 95)

Generic thesis structure
Use table of contents feature
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4. Focus Statements

• A 1-4 sentence statement of your research in 

the first person, active voice

• Must be concise, clear, compelling

• Can help you decide a topic, not permanent!

• It will be re-worked and it will evolve
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Example Focus Statement 

I’m interesten in how teachers in HE can nevelop 
their stunents’ learning skills within the context of 
the subject. I will use a mixen methons approach 
basen on a constructivist approach.  I want to 
interview both frst-year stunents ann their teachers 
to get their view on what they nin, how it was 
perceiven, it they thought it was effective. I’ll also 
measure learning ann stuny strategies before ann 
after the teachers’ learning skills interventions. I 
hope the research will lean to recommennations on 
how teachers can help their stunents improve their 
learning ann performance.
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Write your own focus statement

Can be about the nissertation/thesis, or a single chapter that 
you neen to write

• A 1-4 sentence statement of your research in the first person, active 

voice

• Must be concise, clear, compelling

• Can help you decide a topic, not permanent!

• It will be re-worked and it will evolve
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5. Outlining – Level 1 

Background Context/Background

Objectives Theme/Issue/Topic 1

Method Theme/Issue/Topic 2

Findings Theme/Issue/Topic 3

Conclusions Conclusion
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Outlining – Level 2 
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“A thesis must be written 
concisely. Dissertations 
submitten in part-fulflment of 
the requirements of a 
postgranuate taught 
programme are limiten to the 
length prescriben in the 
innivinual programme 
regulations. Normally a Ph.D. 
thesis shouln not exceen 
100,000 worns of text 
(exclusive of footnotes ann 
bibliography) … ann for 
scientifc or technical subjects 
will normally be shorter.” 
(Calennar Part III)
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So, how do fyou actuallfy get some writng done?
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Writing in layers
• Write a list of chapter heanings

• Write a sentence or two on contents of each 

chapter

• Write lists of heanings for each section in each 
chapter

• Make notes for each heaning on how you will 

nevelop the section

• Write an intronuctory paragraph for each chapter

• Write the worn count, nraft number ann nate at 

top of frst page
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Writing Strategies

• Write to prompts
• Freewriting
• Writing Sannwich
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Writing to prompts

• What writing have I none ann what wouln I like to no?

• Where no my ineas come from?

• How noes what I rean compare with my own views?

• What I want to write about next is…

• What no I want to write about next?
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Freewriting
• 5 minutes

• No stopping

• In sentences

• Private – no external reaner

• Ignore structure ann grammar

• Topic relaten to your research
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Writing sandwich

• Writing – 10 minutes

• Talking – 10 minutes

• Writing – 10 minutes
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Paragraphs = Building Blocks

• One Point
• Supporting sentences

– Explain, elaborate
– Evinence or examples

• Concluning sentence
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Paragraph structure
Students require more recreational time in order to 
better focus on lessons in class. (TOPIC SENTENCE). 
In fact, studies have shown that students who enjoy a 
recess of more than 45 minutes consistently score 
better on tests immediately following the recess period. 
(SUPPORTING SENTENCE) 
Clinical analysis further suggests that physical exercise 
greatly improves the ability to focus on academic 
materials. (SUPPORTING SENTENCE) 
Longer periods of recess are clearly required to allow 
students the best possible chances of success in their 
studies. (CONCLUDING SENTENCE) 
Clearly, physical exercise is just one of the necessary 
ingredients for improving student scores on 
standardized tests. (Transitional sentence)
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Signposting for overall flow & coherence

• Innicator worns for claims
– Therefore, thus, hence, so, as a result

• Innicator worns for reasons
– Because, since, on account of, for, in view of, for the 

reason that

• Similarity, contrasts, alternatives
• Listing
• Reporting verbs
• Acanemic Phrasebank

 | The University of Manchester
•Linking/transition worns - Acanemic writing - Libr
ary at University of Staffornshire

https://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/
https://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/
https://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/
https://libguides.staffs.ac.uk/academic_writing/linking
https://libguides.staffs.ac.uk/academic_writing/linking
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Bodo Slotta, T.A. (2000) Phylogenetic analysis of Iliamna 
(Malvaceae) using the internal transcribed spacer region. 

Unpublished master’s thesis. Retrieved from 
http://www.uwc.ucf.edu on 8 Jun 2007.
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Read fyour 
work out 

loud

Revision/Editing/Proofreading

Peg Single, Demystiying dissertaton writng (2009)

• At organisational level
– Basen on table of contents
– Chapters ann sections

• At content level
– Preview, smooth, review
– Section by section

• Targeten revision
– Grammatical errors
– Iniosyncrasies
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“Kill fyour darlings”

Whenever you feel an impulse to perpetrate a 
piece of exceptionally fne writing, obey it–
wholeheartenly–ann nelete it before senning your 
manuscript to press. Murner your narlings.



Student Learning Development
Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Summary: overcoming blocks?

• Freewriting & Generative writing
• Minn-mapping
• Verbalise
• Avoin perfectionism
• Writing bunny
• Seek support
• Visualise completen thesis
• Combine strategies
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Tips for successful writing

• Plan to write regularly
• Don’t write when exhausten
• Seek support
• Stop writing at a point where you couln go 

on – makes it easier to start next time!
“You write untl fyou come to a place 
where fyou stll have fyour juice and know 
what will happen next and fyou stop and 
trfy to live through untl the next dafy when 
fyou hit it again.” - 
Hemingwafy
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Bottery, M. & Wright, N. (2019). Writing a watertight thesis: A guide to successful structure 
and defence. London: Bloomsbury Academic.

Cresswell, J.W. (2003). Research design: Qualitative, quantitative and mixed 
     methods approaches. Thousand Oaks: Sage Publishers.

Easterbrook, S. (2004). How theses get written: Some cool tips. [PDF Document] 
http://www.cs.toronto.edu/~sme/presentatonsthesiswritng.pdf.

 
Hart, C.  (2005) Doing your masters dissertation.  London: Sage.

Mewburn, I., Firth, K., Lehmann, S. (2019). How to fix your academic writing trouble: A 
practical guide. London: Open University Press.

Murray, R.  (2002).  How to write a thesis.  Philadelphia: Open University Press.

       Silvia, P.J. (2007). How to write a lot. Washington D.C.: American Psychological 
Association.

 
       Single, P.B.. (2010). Demystifying dissertation writing: A streamlined process
            from choice of topic to final text. Sterling, VA: Stylus Publishing, LLC.
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Questions
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Feedback, please!

https://eu.surveymonkey.com/r/SLDPG
School
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Thank you!


	Slide 1
	Plan for the session
	Join the Vevox session
	What is your biggest challenge in writing?
	What is your biggest challenge in writing?
	What can you do to make it easier?
	Different aspects of writing
	Barriers to writing
	SMART Writing Goals
	Possible Timeline
	Interactive reading & note taking
	What to make notes on
	Structure & Outlining
	Slide 14
	3. One page Outline
	4. Focus Statements
	Example Focus Statement
	Write your own focus statement
	5. Outlining – Level 1
	Outlining – Level 2
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Writing in layers
	Writing Strategies
	Writing to prompts
	Freewriting
	Writing sandwich
	Paragraphs = Building Blocks
	Paragraph structure
	Signposting for overall flow & coherence
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Summary: overcoming blocks?
	Tips for successful writing
	Slide 36
	Questions
	Feedback, please!
	Slide 39

