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Overview

Formulatng your research queston
Organising your literature
Structuring your review
Critcally evaluatng the literature
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Join the Vevox session 

 

Go to vevox.app

Enter the session ID: 
115-269-235

Or scan the QR code
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What is a literature review?
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What is a literature review?
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A descriptve, analytc summary of the existng material 
relatng to a partcular topic or area of study.

A process that involves an examinaton of prior 
scholarly works.

What is a literature review?
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Why is it important?
Shows a grasp of broader area
Key ideas/debates/schools of thought
How main theories have been applied
Avoids replicaton of research
Evaluate previous research

Mind the gap!
Justies the need for your research
Justies your approach/methods
Helps to deine parameters/focus of your research

Synthesising
Synthesise the literature of your area in a logical, 
coherent manner.
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What does it look like?

It depends on your subject/discipline

Dispersed or a chapter?

Traditonal (narratve) literature review 
Identies and evaluates published literature on a topic
Usually employs a narratve approach 

Systematc review
Reviews results and data relevant to a research queston 
in a standardized, systematc way. 
Aim for an objectve overview of evidence

Scoping review
Precursive, inital scope to determine gaps.
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For a literature review you need:

1. A clearly formulated queston 

2. System for identfying relevant literature

3. Critcal appraisal of relevant research
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Formulatng your research queston

A research queston should be: 
Speciic
Focused 
Well deined

You should:
Speak to your supervisor
Interrogate your queston
Think about your ‘Why?’
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Compare the following theses ttles

How has people’s health been impacted by 
Covid?

What efect has L ong Covid had on the mental 
health of 50-60 year old females working in 
acute hospital setngs?
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Take a few moments to write down your research 
queston.

Your turn!
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Refine it further…

Make large terms smaller/more speciic
Groups of people
Geographical locaton
Language (research done in English/other?)
Timeframe
Genre
Setting
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Group Exercise

Breakout rooms – 10 minutes
Each person has 1 minute to explain their research 
queston 
1 minute for other members to ask questons about 
the queston 
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Reading & Notetaking

Actve reading
Making connectons
Summaries/headings - central argument, main points, 
other academics that corroborate/disagree with 
idea/methodology
Other bibliographies
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Critcal Evaluaton of L iterature

• Relevance to your topic

• Key terms and concepts

• Major relatonships/trends/paterns

• Methodologies

• Structure of the argument

• How authoritatve/credible?

• Diferences/similarites

• Gaps
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Organise your informaton

Spreadsheet - organise informaton from readings and 
compare diferent readings

Headings

Keywords (quick searches)

Citaton spreadsheet- add quotes/paraphrases (page 
numbers!)
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Organise your informaton – research management 
software
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Structure
Introducton, Body, Conclusion - Headings and Subheadings

Diferent approaches to organisaton

1. Chronologically 

Is your research looking at how something has changed over tme? 
Review literature chronologically, tracking how ideas, attitudes, and 
theories have developed

2. Thematcally 

Group literature by thematc subject areas, making connectons clear

3. Methodologically

Especially for experimental data/statstcs – evaluate diferent methods 
used by previous academics
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Introducton

• What is the review about?

• Why is it important?

• How did you identfy the literature?

• How is the review organised?

https://writingcenter.ashford.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/Sample%20Literature%20Review_0.pdf
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Introduction

htps://writngcenter.ashford.edu/sites/default/iles/inline-iles/Sample%20Literature%20Review_0.pdf
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Main body 

Could include:

• Background

• Methodologies

• Previous studies on the topic

• Various viewpoints

• Main questons being asked

• Main conclusions that are being drawn

htps://www.citewrite.qut.edu.au/write/writng-well/litreview.html
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Main body 
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Conclusion

Summarise:
Main agreements and disagreements
Gaps or weaknesses 
Your opinions on the topic
Relate to your own research queston

https://writingcenter.ashford.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/Sample%20Literature%20Review_0.pdf
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Conclusion

htps://writngcenter.ashford.edu/sites/default/iles/inline-iles/Sample%20Literature%20Review_0.pdf
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Critcal Evaluaton in your Writng - 
Descripton

(Examples taken from https://guides.library.uq.edu.au/research-techniques/literature-reviews)

Descriptve
• Summarises what other people have found without saying what 

these indings mean for your investgaton. 
• Usually a chronological list of who discovered what, and when.

Examples:
• "Green (1975) discovered …”
• "In 1978, Black conducted experiments and discovered that …“
• "Later Brown (1980) illustrated this in …”
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Critcal Evaluaton in your Writng - Analysis

Analytcal

Synthesises the work

Succinctly passes judgement on the relatve merits of research

Reveals limitatons/need for further research – allows you to 
formulate and justfy your investgaton

Example: 

“There seems to be general agreement on x, (see White 
1987, Brown 1980, Black 1978, Green 1975). However, 
Green (1975) sees x as a consequence of y, while Black(1978) 
puts x and y as …. While Green's work has some limitatons 
in that it …., its main value lies in ….”

(Examples taken from htps://guides.library.uq.edu.au/research-techniques/literature-reviews
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Good structure/headings/subheadings can 
help you enter new papers as you ind them

Keep research queston in sight

Keep reminding yourself of how it relates to 
your ‘Why?’

First draf is the startng point – don’t worry 
about making the writng perfect

Keep redrafing and reining

Save diferent versions – V1, V2 etc

Don’t get disheartened

Write, Rewrite
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Useful L iterature Review Resources 

University of Otago's guide to writng a literature review 
Literature Review - LibGuides
 at University of Toledo Libraries

Literature review - Monash University

Related resources

Academic Phrasebank | The University of Manchester

Plymouth model to generate critcal thinking

https://www.otago.ac.nz/__data/assets/pdf_file/0032/297473/Writing-a-literature-review.pdf
https://libguides.utoledo.edu/litreview/home
https://libguides.utoledo.edu/litreview/home
https://libguides.utoledo.edu/litreview/home
https://www.monash.edu/student-academic-success/excel-at-writing/how-to-write/literature-review
https://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/
https://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/
https://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/
https://learnhigher.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/Model_To_Generate_Critical_Thinking1.pdf
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Questions
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Feedback, please!

https://eu.surveymonkey.com/r/SLDPG
School
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Thank you!
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